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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



1 , The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 7-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Bargheer et al. (US Patent 6,761 ,399 B2). 

1. In re Claim 7, with reference to Figure 1, Bargheer et al. disclose an air supply 
device (14) for a vehicle seat (10,12) with an air channel (18,30) which comprises at 
least one air discharge opening (26) provided in an upper region of the seat (14) for 
supplying a head, shoulder and neck area of an occupant of the seat with an airflow, the 
air supply device (20) comprising: 

• a blower (44) having a pressure side on which the air channel (18,30) is 
arranged, 

• a heating element (32) arranged in the air channel (18,30) between the blower 
(24) and the air discharge opening (44), and 

• a grid element (40, col. 2 lines 58-59) arranged inside the air channel (18,30) 
between the air discharge opening and the heating element (32) 
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2. In re Claim 8, with reference to Figure 2, Bargheer et al. discloses that grid 
element (40, col. 2 lines 58-59) Is arranged transversely to a flow direction of the airflow 
flowing through the air channel (arrows show flow in Figure 2). 

3. In re Claim 9, with reference to Figure 2, Bargheer et al. discloses that grid 
element (40, col. 2 lines 58-59) covers an entire cross section of the air channel. 

4.. In re Claim 10, with reference to Figure 2, Bargheer et al. discloses that the grid 
element (40, col. 2 lines 58-59) is arranged close to the air discharge opening (26) of 
the air channel (18,30). 

5. In re Claim 1 1 , with reference to Figure 2, Bargheer et al. discloses that the grid 
element (40, col. 2 lines 58-59) comprises a plurality of flow through openings of which 
a clear cross section is available. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being unpatentable over by 
Bargheer et al. (US Patent Application 2002/0063451 Al) Del Monte (EP 217,752 Al). 

8. In re Claim 12, with reference to Figures 1 and 2, Bargheer et al. disclose the air 
supply device as described above with a grid element, but fail to disclose the two grid 
elements. 
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9. However, Del Monte discloses an air supply device, which may have movable 
deflectors that are conventional in the field of motor vehicle air-conditioning systems. 

10. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use multiple movable flow deflectors since it was known in the 
art that grids on vents are used to regulate flow. 

1 1 . Claims 7-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Bargheer et al. (US Patent Application 2002/0057006 A1 ) in view of Del Monte (EP 
217,752 A1). 

12. In re Claim 7, with reference to Figure 1 , Bargheer et al. disclose an air supply 
device (20) for a vehicle seat (10,12,14) with an air channel (30,32,42) which comprises 
at least one air discharge opening (44) provided in an upper region of the seat (14) for 
supplying a head, shoulder and neck area of an occupant of the seat with an airflow, the 
air supply device (20) comprising: 

• a blower (24) having a pressure side on which the air channel (32) is arranged, 

• a heating element (26) arranged in the air channel (32) between the blower (24) 
and the air discharge opening (44) (paragraph 0017), and 

1 3. Bargheer et al. fail to disclose a grid element arranged inside the air channel 
between the air discharge opening and the heating element. 

14. However, with reference to Figure 1 , Del Monte discloses an air-conditioning 
device held within a passenger seat, including a headrest with an air-outlet that contains 
opening (6), which normally has a grille (col. 2, lines 5-9). 
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15. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide the opening of Barsheer et al. with the grille of Del 
Monte, in order to regulate airflow out of the opening. 

16. In re Claim 8, with reference to Figure 1 , Del Monte discloses that grid element 
(6) is arranged transversely to a flow direction of the airflow flowing through the air 
channel (arrows show flow in Figure). 

17. In re Claim 9, with reference to Figure 1 , Del Monte discloses that grid element 
(6) covers an entire cross section of the air channel. 

18. In re Claim 10, with reference to Figures 1 and 2, Del Monte discloses that the 
grid element (6) is arranged close to the air discharge opening (8) of the air channel (1), 

19. In re Claim 1 1 , with reference to Figures 1 and 2, Del Monte discloses that the 
grid element (6) comprises a plurality of flow through openings of which a clear cross 
section is available. 

20. In re Claim 12, with reference to Figures 1 and 2, Del Monte discloses the air 
supply device as described above, that may have movable deflectors that are 
conventional in the field of motor vehicle air-conditioning systems. 

21 . It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use two grid elements as movable flow deflectors since it was 
known in the art that grids on vents are used to regulate flow. 

Conclusion 

22. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Suzuki et al. (US RE39,394 E) teaches an air flow apparatus for 
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a vehicle seat with two layers of fabric over the outlet. Kunkel et al. (US Patent 
Application 2002/0003362 Al) teach an airflow for a vehicle seat with a grid over the 
outlet. Dodsworth (GB 2208542 A) teaches a grid over the outlet of an airflow device. 
Klaus et al. (DEI 9949935) teaches an airflow device in a head support with a grid over 
the outlet. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kaitlin A. Wilson whose telephone number is (571)-270- 
3206. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday (7:00am-4:30pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Dunn can be reached on (571)272-6670. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Kaitlin Wilson 
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